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[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Kingsley. 

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: I refer to page 378, the third dot point on that page, which is the implications of the 
development of national curriculum and assessment. How is Western Australia currently placed in preparing for 
the implementation of the national curriculum and assessment? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: We are all very conscious of the implications of the development of the national 
curriculum and assessment. English, mathematics, science and history have gone through the first stages of 
development of the national curriculum. My concern, of course, is that I do not want our teachers and schools to 
be burdened by major changes or major effort that they will need to put into this, and I am monitoring that very 
carefully. That is one of the reasons I have asked Professor David Andrich to look at this issue. He is doing a 
review, not only to see how we will line up and progress the national curriculum, but also of the curriculum 
framework after 10 years, because that is also a very important matter. I will ask Mr Gougoulis to comment on 
the progress of the development of the national curriculum. 

Mr J. Gougoulis: At the moment, what are known as the �Shape of the Australian Curriculum� papers have 
been released for mathematics, English, history and the sciences. The full consultation reports are available on 
the National Curriculum Board website. Four teams of writers have been appointed for each of the learning 
areas. There are 10 people on each of the writing teams, and they are national teams; the people on those teams 
have been selected from around the country, including Western Australia. There are also four advisory panels, 
one for each of those learning areas, and we have WA representatives on those as well. Their job is to advise the 
writers. That writing has just started; this is the second week of the writing process. What is pleasing from my 
perspective is that Western Australia has been involved pretty actively in the consultation over the past few 
months. Our responses to draft curriculum framing papers in the past have been taken up by the National 
Curriculum Board in the rewrites and the revisions. Therefore, I am pretty confident that over the next few 
months, as the curriculum is written and there is greater consultation, we will have greater involvement in 
informing that process. The materials as they have been framed now for English, maths, science and history are 
pretty much well aligned with our current curriculum in Western Australia, and that is very pleasing.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Can I add that it is in Western Australia�s interests that the chairman of our Curriculum 
Council, Professor Bill Louden, is also on the National Curriculum Board, and that keeps us in very close 
contact. Western Australians are also part of the process of developing the curriculum in those four areas. We are 
keeping as close to that process as we can, and with Professor Andrich considering the impact of any changes on 
teachers and schools in Western Australia, we will be able to keep abreast of this in an even greater way. We 
want to support teachers in schools, if and when the changes are phased in, and we would see that phasing in as 
being a very gradual process, rather than making major changes in one go.  

The appropriation was recommended. 
[3.20 pm] 
 


